
Dear Friends & Colleagues,
 
While the level of political discourse in the US has sunk to an all-time low, at least there's been plenty of humor...between the 
attacks on Big Bird and "binders full of women", the satirists are having a field day! But the real dark cloud on the horizon could 
turn out to be the difference between the popular vote and the vote of the Electoral College, on December 17. While you may 
know how it works, what about everyone else? Here's a solution...watch Electoral Dysfunction, a funny yet factual PBS special 
delivering real insight into the peculiarities of the US election system. Ready to screen online, companion book by Victoria 
Bassetti, excerpted in Harper's.
 
News... Last month's New York Film Festival included the World Premiere of Deceptive Practice, the long-awaited film on the 
mysterious sleight-of-hand master, Ricky Jay. The first "big picture" doc on the global environmental movement - A Fierce Green 
Fire: Battle For A Living Planet is now appearing in festivals across Europe and Asia; this fall Gregory Crewdson: Brief Encounters 
opens theatrically in NY and then across the country. The Guerrilla ER team has begun editing while the director prepares for a 
new shoot in Burma. The profile of Dadaist Hans Richter is incorporating transmedia and live performance elements for its World 
Premiere in 2013. From Canada to Pakistan, Hong Kong to Italy, Fambul Tok - a film about the power of forgiveness - is enjoying a 
new festival run. Among our music titles, Mr. Cool In the Cold War - on the Dave Brubeck Quartet - has been selected for the IDFA 
Forum and the in-depth look at the powerhouse Hypnotic Brass Ensemble is nearing completion.

Fall 2012

DECEPTIVE PRACTICE: THE MYSTERIES AND MENTORS OF RICKY JAY
NOW AVAILABLE (1 x 88/60 min.)
A film by Molly Bernstein and Alan Edelstein

World Premiere 2012 New York Film Festival

Deceptive Practice traces the story of Ricky Jay's achievement, starting with his early apprenticeship, at 
age 4, with his grandfather Max Katz, an accomplished amateur magician, as well as Al Flosso, Slydini, 
Cardini, Francis Carlyle, and Roy Benson, all among the best magicians of the 20th century. Above all it 
celebrates the remarkable lives of Ricky's two primary mentors of his young adulthood, Dai Vernon and 
Charlie Miller. Of the latter, Ricky recalls: “For Charlie a good evening could be asking you to do the 
same shuffle 16,000 times … It was just endless the variations and the craziness, but it was often as 
close to pure joy as anything I can imagine.” The film weaves together stunning performance footage 
from Jay's one-man shows and classic TV appearances, and includes friends and collaborators such as 

Steve Martin and David Mamet. By the end of the film, viewers not only have a deep appreciation for the arduous and arcane 
demands of the magician’s craft, but also for the use of language and storytelling central to the art. www.deceptivepractice.com

ELECTORAL DYSFUNCTION
NOW AVAILABLE (1 x 90/52 min.) 

A Trio Pictures production - World Premiere at both the Democratic and Republican Conventions, 
opened theatrically in NY and LA, airing nationally on PBS

The first doc to take an irreverent - but nonpartisan - look at voting in America. Our 
guide is the brilliant political humorist Mo Rocca, correspondent for CBS Sunday 
Morning and former correspondent for The Daily Show with Jon Stewart. After his 
startling discovery that the Constitution does not guarantee the right to vote, Mo's 
search to understand why leads him to Indiana, home to some of the strictest voting 
laws in the country. Local activists Republican Dee Dee Benkie of Versailles and Democrat Mike Marshall of North Vernon take him 
inside their efforts to turn out every vote. Mo explores the heated debate over Voter ID and voter fraud; searches for the Electoral 
College; critiques ballot design with uber-designer Todd Oldham; and encounters a range of activists, experts, and election 
administrators, along with some highly opinionated school kids, who offer commentary on how voting works - or doesn’t work - in 
America. By the end of the film, activist Mike Marshall has been indicted on more than 40 counts of voter fraud and if convicted, 
faces life imprisonment, with the courts handing down their decision as election day draws near. www.electoraldysfunction.org

Best wishes

Louise Rosen, Managing Director
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A FIERCE GREEN FIRE: THE BATTLE FOR A LIVING PLANET
NOW AVAILABLE        (1 x 114, 2 x 57, 5 x 22 min.)
A film by Mark Kitchell with the support of Sundance Documentary Fund with the Wallace Global Fund
Narrated by: Robert Redford, Ashley Judd, Van Jones, Isabel Allende, Meryl Streep

World Premiere 2012 Sundance Film Festival, selected for 2012 Sheffield DocFest, DOXA, Newport, Rio, 
Bergen, Kaohsiung, Leuven and Margaret Mead Film festivals, among others

A Fierce Green Fire is the first “big picture” exploration of the environmental movement – 
grassroots and global activism spanning fifty years from conservation to climate change. 
From halting dams in the Grand Canyon to battling 20,000 tons of toxic waste at Love 

Canal; from Greenpeace saving the whales to Chico Mendes and the rubbertappers saving the Amazon; from protests to the promise 
of transforming our civilization, the film tells vivid stories about people fighting – and succeeding – against enormous odds. 
www.afiercegreenfire.com 

GREGORY CREWDSON: BRIEF ENCOUNTERS
NOW AVAILABLE        (1 x 79/52 min.)

A film by Ben Shapiro in association with AVRO/Netherlands and SVT/Sweden

World Premiere 2012 SXSW Film Festival, opening theatrically October 31, 2012 at New York's Film Forum. 
Selected for the upcoming 2012 Cine-City Brighton, Lo Schermo dell'Arte and Oslo International Film Festivals, 
among others

An acclaimed photographer with the eye of a filmmaker, Gregory Crewdson has created 
some of the most gorgeously haunting pictures in the history of the medium. His 
meticulously composed, large-scale images are stunning narratives of small-town American 
life—moviescapes crystallized into a single frame. While the photographs are staged with 
crews that rival many feature film productions, Crewdson takes inspiration as much from his own dreams and fantasies as the 
worlds of Alfred Hitchcock, David Lynch, Edward Hopper and Diane Arbus. Crewdson’s imagery has also infiltrated the pop culture 
landscape—including his inimitable Six Feet Under ads and Yo La Tengo album art. Shot over a decade with unprecedented access, 
Gregory Crewdson: Brief Encounters beautifully bares the artist’s process—and it’s as mesmerizing and riveting as the images 
themselves. www.gregorycrewdsonmovie.com

GUERRILLA ER
IN PRODUCTION (1 x 90/60 min.) - A Soul Rebel Films production with support from CBA Worldview 
and the Sundance Documentary Fund

Despite the recent ceasefire, decades of civil war have left Burma's ethnic minorities in 
dire conditions. Hundreds of thousands of these "internally displaced persons", IDPs, 
are living in remote jungle settlements as a result of the genocidal policies of the 
Junta, surviving only on the supplies and services that can be brought to them. The 
Backpack Medics emerged as a response to this crisis, training themselves to provide 
health care and trauma medicine to these abandoned populations. Their pioneering 
work is revealed here for the first time - covertly crossing borders and passing through 

military zones, hiking thousands of miles to treat those in need. With exclusive access, 
Guerrilla ER follows the lives of an emergency surgeon, a medical student and their patients, set against the unfolding story of 
Burma's changing international status. www.soulrebelfilms.com/in-production

HANS RICHTER: EVERYTHING TURNS, EVERYTHING REVOLVES
IN PRODUCTION        (1 x 75/60 min.)

A Hudson West production in association with SVT/Sweden, in cooperation with the LA County 
Museum of Art, Pompidou Metz and Martin Gropius Bau/Berlin and their 2013/2014 Hans Richter 

retrospectives

A Dadaist, radical provocateur, surrealist painter, pioneering filmmaker and visionary 
educator, Hans Richter was a major force in redefining art in the twentieth century. 
Still, 25 years after his death, Hans Richter remains misunderstood and undervalued 
for his contributions to creating a new social art that forever changed the act of self–
expression. His detractors maintain that he was simply a witness to history, or worse 
a person who traded on the names of his better-known friends to further his own. 
Hans Richter: Everything Turns, Everything Revolves presents Hans Richter as a 
nuanced, committed, visionary artist who transcended the notion of the “great man” theory and, from his Dada roots to his later 
work, was a man with a galvanizing force to understand the power of creating a communal art with great social significance. 
everythingturnseverythingrevolves.wordpress.com 
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MICHAEL FEINSTEIN’S AMERICAN SONGBOOK
NOW AVAILABLE        (6 x 54, 3 x 54 min. in production) 
A Hudson West Production in association with PBS

Michael Feinstein’s American Songbook is a dynamic, documentary-style road trip and cultural 
primer, with Michael Feinstein as the leader of an expedition through the glorious history of 
American popular song. Rare archival audio and film footage of entertainers like Frank Sinatra, Maya 
Angelou and Duke Ellington combine to reveal the social and historical forces behind the music that 
helped shape the style, attitude, and self-image of America for more than a century. Filled with 

generous portions of live performance, this series offers both an intimate portrait of a unique entertainer and a history of 20th Century 
pop culture. Viewers follow Feinstein both on stage and off, hear him interpret great standards, listen in on personal stories about the 
songwriters and entertainers he’s known and worked with over three decades, and accompany him on his quest to find and preserve 
the treasures of classic American popular music. www.michaelfeinsteinsamericansongbook.org

FAMBUL TOK
NOW AVAILABLE (1 x 52 min.)
A Catalyst for Peace film 

Winner of 15 international festival awards, World Premiere SXSW 2011

Fambul Tok (family talk) is a vivid portrayal of a local approach to post-conflict healing in Sierra 
Leone, in sharp contrast to the idea that the West needs to save Africa. This innate culture of 
forgiveness is nearly incomprehensible to a Western mindset, valuing the restoration of 

relationships over punishment and retribution. Program founder John Caulker and his volunteers cover miles of destroyed roads and 
single-lane jungle footpaths, reaching out to villages devastated by Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war. They find victims and perpetrators 
often living side-by-side, avoiding contact, in an uneasy holding pattern where no one discusses the past. As the central characters 
emerge, we witness bonfires where victims and some of the most notorious perpetrators come together, surrounded by their 
communities, to testify about crimes - to acknowledge responsibility and ask forgiveness. Ceremonies that have not been performed 
since before the war - cleansing rituals and the pouring of libations to ancestors - seek blessings on the attempts to reconcile. Fambul 
Tok reveals not only a way forward for Sierra Leone but an example of grassroots transformation that can lead to lasting peace. 
www.fambultok.com

MR. COOL IN THE COLD WAR
IN DEVELOPMENT (1 x 80/60 min.)

A film by Richard Max in association with Spring Films 

Selected for 2012 IDFA Forum Roundtable!

The year is 1958 and if the Cold War was a war of ideas then Russians seemed to be winning. 
Meanwhile, the US is still feeling the effects of recession and political witch-hunts. In a move that 
surprised many, conservative President Eisenhower decides to deploy a powerful cultural weapon uniquely Made in the USA – jazz. 
The Dave Brubeck Quartet plays gigs in non-aligned countries as far reaching as Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Turkey and 
behind the Iron Curtain into Poland. Just one year later the quartet will release “Time Out”, one of the best selling jazz albums in 
history and “Take Five” the first ever million-selling jazz single. It’s as if Eisenhower has stumbled on the West’s most effective and 
enduring weapon against Totalitarianism – American popular culture.  The implications of using art to wage political war can have 
unpredictable consequences. In the end, far from just selling America to the World, Brubeck brings back to the US new ideas from the 
places he encounters. With unprecedented access, we are taken on Brubeck’s journey recognizing the impact the tour had on people 
whose lives were greatly affected by political repression and unrest and how it brought about a profound shift in political and social 

values at home in the US. mrcoolinthecoldwar.squarespace.com

BROTHERS HYPNOTIC 
IN POST-PRODUCTION        (1 x 90/60 min.)

A Reuben Atlas production in association with the PBS National Black Programming Consortium and NTR/The 
Netherlands. With support from ITVS and New York State Council on the Arts

Shot over four years, this film follows the Hypnotic Brass Ensemble, an energetic, hip-hop 
jazz street band of eight brothers, as they struggle to manage their growing careers and the 
conflicts of young adulthood. Interwoven with this is the narrative of their extraordinary 
upbringing as the youngest sons of jazz legend Phil Cohran’s 25 children. The film’s intimate 
style reveals the characters’ daily lives and incorporates a wealth of family archive of these 
sons of the legendary Chicago trumpeter who turned his back on commercial music to 
pursue astral jazz (with Sun Ra), proto-funk and Black consciousness in the 60's. They lived an insular communal existence with 
Cohran and their two mothers—“Mama Maia” and “Mama Aquilla”—complete with homemade clothes, vegetarianism and invented 
holidays. Starting at age three, the boys joined the family band and Cohran began to mold his sons to become a category-defying 
brass band in order to shield them from the dangers of their South Side ghetto and the corrupt dog-eat-dog marketplace. Brothers 
Hypnotic follows the brothers as they balance their rise to stardom with their family ideals. www.hypnoticbrassfilm.com 
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PAUL GOODMAN CHANGED MY LIFE
NOW AVAILABLE        (1 x 89/52min.)
A film by Jonathan Lee

Selected for the 2012 National Award from the Philadelphia Jewish Film Festival! Now screening across the US; licensed to 
Channel 8/Israel, SVT/Sweden and Super Channel/Canada!

Paul Goodman was once so ubiquitous in the cultural zeitgeist that he merited cameos in Woody Allen's 
Annie Hall and Richard Linklater's Slacker. Author of the legendary bestseller Growing Up Absurd, 
Goodman was also a poet, out-queer family man (in the 1940s), pacifist, visionary, co-founder of Gestalt 
therapy and a moral compass for the burgeoning counterculture of the 1960s. Paul Goodman Changed My 
Life immerses you in an era of high intellect (that heady, cocktail-glass juncture that Mad Men has so 
effectively exploited) when New York was peaking culturally; when ideas, and the people who propounded 

them, seemed to punch in at a higher weight class than they do now. A rich portrait of an intellectual heavyweight whose ideas are ripe 
for rediscovery. www.paulgoodmanfilm.com 

THE LOVING STORY 
NOW AVAILABLE        (1 x 77/62 min.)

An Augusta Films production in association with HBO

2011 Oscar Shortlist, awarded Best Social Change Documentary at History Makers!Licensed to Canal+/Spain, Channel 8/Israel 
and YLE/Finland! Official selection of Thessaloniki and Visions du Réel!

A heart-rending love story and a racially-charged criminal trial converge in this documentary about Richard 
and Mildred Loving. Richard, white, and Mildred, part Black and Native American married during the 
turbulent Civil Rights era. The Lovings’ painful story proved to be the beginning of the marriage equality 
movement and one of the major untold stories of the 1960’s. Their compelling saga plays out in rural towns 
and grimy jail cells and comes to a momentous climax in the halls of the US Supreme Court. With rare and 
surprisingly intimate archive, the film builds a complex portrait of the couple and their family. Lawyers of the 
groundbreaking case expertly place it in context for contemporary viewers, understanding that the Lovings’ story goes to the heart of 
all human rights and to the pursuit of happiness regardless of color, creed or sexuality.  www.lovingfilm.com 

RAISING RENEE
NOW AVAILABLE        (1 x 81/57 min.)
A West City Films production in association with HBO and Knowledge Channel/Canada

Selected for Full Frame Documentary Film Festival and Audience Award winner at IFF Boston! 
World premiere on HBO, Feb 2012! Licensed to AVRO/The Netherlands and SVT/Sweden

Just as the career of award-winning artist Beverly McIver was skyrocketing, her mother died unexpectedly, 
and the casual promise she'd made her came due. The single workaholic, professor and artist had to 
interrupt her life to take care of her older sister, Renee, who functions at about the level of an eight year old. 
In this arresting look at the family ties that bind and sometimes constrict, Beverly is remarkably candid about 
the challenges to fulfilling her promise. But fulfill it she does; the centrality of family to her life and work are 
evident in her vibrant, expressionistic paintings. In a notable fusion of subject and film, the same themes that 

fuel the artist's distinguished body of work - race, class, family and disability - propel this cinematic biographical portrait. Both are a 
testament to the transformative power of art. www.westcityfilms.com 

A DEAL WITH THE DEVIL
IN DEVELOPMENT      (1 x 90/60) 

A film by Jonathan Gruber with the support of  The Claims Conference

The alliance between Adolf Hitler and I.G. Farbenindustrie, Germany’s mightiest chemical corporation, is 
one of the darkest business histories of all time. According to a U.S. government report released shortly 
after World War II, “without I.G.’s immense productive facilities, its far-reaching research, varied 
technical experience, and overall concentration of economic power, Germany would not have been in a 
position to start its aggressive war in September 1939. A Deal with the Devil traces the ancestry of three 
of today’s most influential corporations—the chemical and pharmaceutical super-siblings BASF, Bayer, 
and Hoechst—all the way back through the murky history of their infamous parent company, WWII-era 
German colossus I.G. Farben. A darkly fascinating case spanning a century and a half and the whole of 
the globe, the sheer breadth of the I.G. Farben saga should make it one of the most memorable tales in 
all of Big Business—yet this remarkable story has never been fully presented. I.G. Farben's past and 
present are now the basis for a compelling documentary showing how their white-hot ambition and 
brilliant science steadily twisted into the murderous abuse of power while making the companies and 
shareholders massively wealthy along the way. www.igfarbenfilm.com 
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